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Beef (Mix) 1kg = £4.49 Whole Sheep

3kg =£12.99 £3.39 per kg

5kg = £20.99 4 Baby Chicken
Sheep (Mix) kg = £5.99 £7.99

3kg = £15.99

5kg £25.99

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR
CREDIT CARDS

m-l

17 19'“'Br|ck Lane, London E1 6PU

T: 0207 247 1009 M: 07983 760 908
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HM Government

OVID-19

riends

We're much safer in the fresh air because Covid-19 particles
are blown away, so meet outside and keep a safe distance.

Let’s take this next step safely.
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IMRAN TRAVELS

. < -4
bangladesh

adia TIsa il gendendas

ESTABLISHED AGENT SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1996

273A Whitechapel Road, London E1 1BY

4
IATA

Appointed Agent

QATAR 7€

AIRWAYS dygtail

X

Emirates

ﬁf& d)>g<cuyl
< SAUDIA

Low Cost Travel Agent.

Hajj & Umrah Specialist

Worldwide offers: www.imrantravels.co.uk

Please Contact

0207 375 0800 or 0207 375 0500
Mob: 07984 959885 / 07828 235600

Email: imrantravels@hotmail.com




09-15 April 2021

JSATE R0 A Siefmifege fefers gwif*re

ADVERTORIAL g

FeIo PR el
A AT FANT

QM @ e g, TF ARG F@, TR e [Fem g

TEA (AR G

CRTET QST FJFIAF A MR FARK NEE

Al FRR e Aferaa s’ @ (o «iffge =acs i

-~

@ T (FIMCT-d5 & TYIR (AR @R
IS FIAEN TGS AR ©13
IR A8 e P! TSR | Fhe
TIZAPT QTS LA A TOIR {2
JSAE GG HPe] AT SPAILREATE
Y[ PR |

@ &fS © TCFF > TF TS B3I 92
FACRA NG O WA Wy @i
T (73 G TIP3 Ol @t =G
fATe = |

@ I SR FA4 A Hifeerer s
T2 THAFA @ AGRFS A ALl
TR T SRR 20 SR | TS IR

?@S’_jf@?ﬁﬁgﬁml @IET—35 @27 i ([0 I €=
) - ' AR “RfeEamE I (&
wg 6L Freced [eefena ST NG e FB_T @ |
3 Qe HfFeRG Tontrmsa
ATHFIA FF TS A0, @ IFAHI IR ARRICIR AN AHTS T4
wawcmmﬁ;mm@mziﬁ N RS TR F 727 Bd, ©i2
SRR ATATe AR | S
e T, A ST SIS TS 8 4 (e 41, F@ism
A . SR mmmm&maﬁwﬁrﬁ@
T R THAH A oA TR SR LTS 26qR e e
@ e Sphm e P SACS 17 |
FACE, S e 23 |
©, =7 RebaiEs AT T T ez o Iyisf TR BT SIS f1Am @ I SvI SRt 9130 “IREIEE
FACE, ST A Fyei=m S AR AR [ THEAHAS A
TIEAEA O} IBIA T4 FIBGIO NG (SRR (A0 T @A I | TS0 @23 RO I&qR AR |
R < WS @9 CEE Sl 4 (ST ST 1 e A TS 2EHE A SRR RIERE
o Bffraifae @b S7Ree e (oot i @@ (ATF TR | G SIBAT 3T TOA D IZH G TG BCS AR | 20 IS
FEAG, FINELS, ©. *714 : p TSB! A T eI (Al FAIBT S @ fiem,
froeEs I, (Fifow P BAMEHT ACTCA _
EReCERSTIERSE e e] P;BU,G'EN CIRG— 7 ) G SRR BT Lo RN
QT ST ST 2T | FBfeBiS 9 feve e |
gj;;@%wi E @ fm o i 2w cara, T SR 1 @@)
AT MR GATS T eABBe 2am VRS I ({04 T980F 9@ 30 T
AR SR TR 2SI FIAC Breathing kills erma o =ipisf Jte, FBICe STIT® w1l 20 |
S RE LI A TP Poupis of colews are i Aeenel ey
(AT P (79 200 ALE e wqusé_m @ ©IZITH e fvge Fre W3 fare™
e | QI | M @O o SN T TR
fForfs zee- et e G A @ T, o o DIAICE o
TR (AF [Te @ Amd [SRICRIREIERE R Bl SIRIEE] FRAIRP SRIFEAT 8T
SRIRATER TR AT G2 FACO W, FAAN T AT LTS |
SO (6 ©f = T G SRS Y
7 FEIIOR GAETE T TN B, 7 OSAS 0T, SO (I el (73 5 WA A (0 A | 8 e zw- ® T e v 2o @k faffaray
e AAES 1R TS e @ efferw T AARe 75 @ ol wies, @ e SIZAT AR AT IR ST Rifee =ea ST e g s e
-0 AN TGS e (A0F = O O @0 | ;o rpe w3 WO qacg A T @< [Negion MY @9 BT R ARETS A5 SINAl
A | T AR ACF, [ewe AWM e 0 AT 0w PN (T0id fr g | W S R < e
RIEACSIRI QI BRI i SRS IR (AT 72 T AEACR AN S TR Eg IO A T W O PIRs i : © IR 1
ST A @wee s fBIEa @ @ A, O @ 30 SR JfFa @ T ST | AR TH FACS AR |
AeGfre (e TR MR ST ST AT @ IF BT QA IS ARGEABER FIC (@Ml AR j
RfT ST et At (TS ©IZA (AF TS AP BAGEER FI Aol Afqse I @e @S A |

35 WIF 7R fawete < <

) o QTSRRITTH Y & TR
) B G2 JOHRTTA Y &
A4 (OOF (o IO ARET

) IRE (eI 97 AT BB (FH
L& MeT TR

) FRIZE IR ARTS QIECATER
TR AfTS ARCE I @12 787
A TR (AT IS A0S X |

Frel fI7m A1 TR @ FF wie @i wiee
fefab e https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Let's keep staying safe

Always remember hands, face, space and fresh air.
For information visit gov.uk/coronavirus
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Bride
Wanted

Looking for a Islamic, educated Bride

About Groom:
Living since 2006
College graduated
Age: 28, Height, 5.8"

Working in London with
Charity Organisation
Origin: Bangladeshi

Contact:
07985 441 770
fuad ahmeed@hotmail.co.uk
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CASH & CARRY = better price

ﬂ
Brick Lane Branch: 67-77 Hanbury Street, London E1 5NP

Barking Branch: 21 Thames Rd, Barking 1G11 OHN
Tel: 020 7377 1770 Fax: 020 7247 1545 || www.banglatown-uk.com
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RAMADAN TIMETABLE 2014 CE /1435 AH
Sehri & Iftar Time for London

Sehri Fajr Zuhr Asr Maghrib | ‘Isha
¢ KAREEM ¢ Ramadan | Apr/May | i | jama‘ah | Jama'ah | Jamaah | W8 | jamaah | Jama‘ah

: : 29)) sun April 11T 04:48 130 | 6:00 BEAIE 8:09 | 10:00
Fasting Intention / e e 30) Mon | 12 [TGTEN 0446 130 | 6:00 WA 811 | 10:00
SSuasa £3 el ady Uhe saually 1| Tue | 13 [NYEYM 04:44  1:30 | 6:15 BEA7AN 8:12 | 10:00

& Rtey a1 ORI Wed | 14 [VEVSE 04:42 130 | 6:15 QWAL 814 | 10:00
T <2l T Thu = 15 [NTEOMN 04:40 | 1:30 | 6:15 WEXIMM 8:16 | 10:00

| intend to fast tomorrow for Fri 16 04:27 PLLEY 1:30 6:15 8:02 8:17 10:00
the month of Ramadan Sat 17 BOBIN 04:35 | 1:30 | 6:15 BRI 819 | 10:00

@ SErE, S ST A SR 99 Sun 18 Ty 04:32 | 1:30 | 6:15 R 8:21 | 10:00
G T Forre e Mon 19 04:20 04:30 1:30 6:15 8:07 8:22 10:00

Tue 20 : 04:28 1:30 6:15 a 24 10:
Dua for Iftar | 2FeIE caat LR 8:09 W 0:00

O 00 N & i A W N

Wed 21 04:15 BLLPE) 1:30 6:15 8:11 8:26 10:00
Thu 22 04:13  04:23 1:30 6:15 8:12 8:27 10:00

Idea 10 S paal” sl lagcks’ s J s

,,,,,

04:11 8:14
SIE-ZAT 2 AP g SRR 04:08 8:16
- G SRS OIeFIeTY G . .

e 04:06 8:17

' a 04:04 8:19

O Allah, | fasted for Yqu and | believe in 04:01 8:21
You and | put my trust in You and | break

my fast with Your sustenance 03:59 8:22

 IEE, W (ST STAe @R @edfy @ 03:57 8:24

COIE T Fiw TR 8 Colig B oot 03.54 8:25

IER | T ST @A 03:51 8:27

BN TR 03:49  03:59 1:30 6:30 8:29 8:44 10:15

Please note: For the safety of Ramadan Sehri 03:46 8:30

should end 5 minutes before beginning of fajr. 03:45 8:32

03:42 8:34

ZAKATUL FITRA £5 03:40 8:35

Please pay your Fitra before Eid Jamat. 03:37 8:37
You can pay your Fitra to our Fitra Fund. '

03:36 8:38

03:33 8:40

03:31 8:42

03:29 8:43

03:27  03:37 1:30 6:30 8:45 9:00 10:15

L —ESN
BANGLATOWN 03:25 EEREEINI 8:46 m

e ——
CASH & CARRY - g g *Beginning and ending of Ramadan are subject to the sighting of the Moon.

This Timetable is based on East London Mosque Ramadan times table.
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BASHUNDHARA GROUP

For the People, for the Country
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London, 9 Apirl : The rollout of the
COVID- 19 vaccines is being celebrated
because vaccination saves lives and
offers us a way out of the coronavirus
crisis. Millions of people have already had
their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine,
but there are some who are worried
about the safety of a jab that has been
developed so quickly.

Here, six doctors, who are working on
the frontline of the coronavirus
pandemic, respond to some of the most
popular questions about the COVID-19
vaccine.

The vaccine was developed too quickly,
how can | be sure it's safe?

The vaccines that are authorised have
been through three stages of clinical
trials and have been tested on tens of
thousands of people around the world.

The trial phases were organised to
overlap, speeding up the overall time of
vaccine production, but without cutting
any corners on trialling the vaccine and
ensuring it meets strict standards of
safety and effectiveness.

While the vaccines have been created
quickly, they have been subjected to the
same rigorous safety tests and processes

ular questions abo

as other medicines. The Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
(MHRA), the independent regulatory
body which approves all the medicines
we use in the UK has assessed the
safety of each vaccine and continues to
monitor them. Millions of people have
received a COVID-19 vaccine.

As a GF I've witnessed the devastating
impact that COVID-19 has had on my
community. It is important to remember
that any side effects from the vaccine
are minimal compared to the much
higher risks of ending up in hospital, in
intensive care or even dying from
COVID.

Dr Koyes Ahmed, NHS GF Urgent
Care Doctor andVice Chair of the
Bristol Muslim Strategic Leadership
Group
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Is the vaccine Halal?

The three COVID-19 vaccines currently
approved in the UK contain no pork
products and many Muslim leaders and
organisations are encouraging their
communities to take the vaccine. The
British Islamic Medical Association,
Muslim Doctors Association, Muslim
Council of Britain and the Mosques and
Imams National Advisory Board are
some of the many Muslim organisations
that are encouraging people to get the
vaccines.

The Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine
contains some ethanol, but the amount
is so small, similar to what you can
expect in bread or banana, that many
Muslim scholars have said it is
permissible to take the vaccine. Mosques
around the country are also being used
as vaccination centres as part of Muslim
leaders’ support of the vaccine rollout. If
you want to find out more about the
vaccine and its compatibility with your
faith, you can talk to the faith leader at
your local mosque.

Dr Hina Shahid, GP and Chair of
the Muslim Doctors Association

Can | take the COVID-19 vaccine whilst
fasting during Ramadan?

Taking the COVID-19 vaccine does not
invalidate the fast, according to Islamic
scholars.You don't need to delay your
COVID vaccinations on the account of
Ramadan.

Dr Ebadur Chowdhury, GP

Does the vaccine contain aborted foetal
cells?

There are no aborted foetal cells or
tissues in any of the COVID-19 vaccines.
In fact, there are no living organisms or
human cells in any of the jabs. The
production and testing of each vaccine
has been monitored to ensure they
meet ethical standards. Muslim

h Aslian frontline doctors answer most

gt GOVID-19 vaccine

associations and Imams are all among
those who have endorsed the UK’s
vaccine rollout.

Dr Nighat Arif NHS GPwSI in
Women'’s health in Buckinghamshire
BBC Breakfast/ITV This Morning
Contributor

Are the COVID vaccines free?
COVID- 19 vaccines are only available
free of charge from the NHS.You
cannot get the jab privately. Criminals
are using the pandemic to defraud
people so it's important to remember
the NHS will never ask you to pay for
the vaccine or provide your bank details
to get the jab.

F‘fa

Dr Farzana Hussain, GPThe
Project Surgery, Newham.

Will the vaccine work with the
new variants?

Both the Pfizer/BioNTech and
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccines are safe
and effective against the COVID-19
variants currently dominant in the UK. In
terms of other variants, even if a vaccine
demonstrates reduced effectiveness
against other variants in preventing
infection, there may still be protection
against severe disease that can lead to
hospitalisation and death. The continued
rollout of the vaccine is therefore
essential to save lives and to protect our
NHS.

Dr Harpreet Sood, GP in London
and Board member of Health Education
England.
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GOVID VACGINE IN YOUNGER PEOPLE

(from back page)

causal link between blood clots and
the Oxford jab — and that the benefits
of the vaccine in preventing
coronavirus outweigh any risks. It
noted that 30 people out of the 18.1
million who had received the Oxford
vaccine in the UK had developed
blood clots, and seven of those had
died, as of 24 March. But Channel 4
News reported on Monday night that
the MHRA was considering proposals
to restrict the use of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine in younger
people and a decision could be made
as early as Tuesday.

Speaking to BBC Radio 4’s Today
programme, Professor Ferguson said:
“In terms of the data at the moment,
there is increasing evidence that there
is a rare risk associated, particularly
with the AstraZeneca vaccine but it
may be associated at a lower level
with other vaccines, of these unusual
blood clots with low platelet counts.
“It appears that risk is age-related, it
may possibly be — but the data is
weaker on this — related to sex. “And
so the older you are, the less the risk is
and also the higher the risk is of Covid
so the risk-benefit equation really
points very much towards being
vaccinated.”

But Channel 4 News reported on
Monday night that the MHRA was
considering proposals to restrict the
use of the Oxford-AstraZenica vaccine
in younger people and a decision
could be made as early as Tuesday.
Speaking to BBC Radio 4’s Today
programme, Professor Ferguson said:
“In terms of the data at the moment,
there is increasing evidence that there
is a rare risk associated, particularly
with the AstraZeneca vaccine but it
may be associated at a lower level
with other vaccines, of these unusual
blood clots with low platelet counts.

“It appears that risk is age-related, it
may possibly be — but the data is
weaker on this — related to sex. “And
so the older you are, the less the risk is
and also the higher the risk is of Covid
so the risk-benefit equation really
points very much towards being
vaccinated.” He added: “I think it
becomes slightly more complicated
when you get to younger age groups
where the risk-benefit equation is
more complicated.” Professor
Ferguson said the MHRA and the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation (JCVI) were
considering the potential risk of blood
clots from the jab “very urgently”.

REGULATOR ‘MAY RESTRIGT USE OF OXFORD

MHRA chief executive Dr June Raine
said: “People should continue to get
their vaccine when invited to do so.
“Our thorough and detailed review is
ongoing into reports of very rare and
specific types of blood clots with low
platelets following the Covid-19
Vaccine AstraZeneca. “No decision
has yet been made on any regulatory
action.” Earlier this week, Dr Raine
stressed the “benefits of Covid-19
Vaccine AstraZeneca in preventing
Covid-19 infection and its
complications continue to outweigh

any risks and the public should
continue to get their vaccine when
invited to do so”.

Concerns about the possibility of
blood clots caused by Covid vaccines
have led some European countries to
suspend their rollout of the Oxford
jab. However, the European Medicines
Agency (EMA) has said that there is
currently “no evidence” to support
restricting the use of the vaccine in
any population, noting that a link with
clotting was “not proven, but
possible”.
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JUSTICE SM MURSHED:
THERE WILL NEVER BE
ANOTHER LIKE HIM

(from Back page)

sister of Sher-e-Bangla A. K. Fazlul Hug.

He obtained his bachelors in economics from
Presidency College, Calcutta in 1931, masters from
Calcutta University in 1933, and L.L.B degree in
1933.In early 1939, he became a barrister from
Lincoln's Inn in London.

Murshed became a member of the Calcutta High
Court Bar in 1934. Returning from England in 1939,
he started practicing as a senior advocate of the
Federal Court of India. In 1951, he migrated to the-
then Pakistan and joined the Dhaka High Court Bar in
1951. He was elevated to a judge of the Dhaka High
Court bench in early1955. He served as an ad hoc
judge of the Pakistan Supreme Court during 1962—
1963. He was appointed Chief Justice of the-then East
Pakistan High Court in May 1964 and served close to
1967. He resigned from the position in November
1967.

According to the former Chief Justice of Bangladesh
Latifur Rahman, some of the notable judgments
delivered by Murshed was Abdul Haque minister's
case, the Pan case, the Basic Democracies case and
the case of Lt Colonel GL Bhattacharya. Former
president of Pakistan Ayub Khan commented,
&quot;Murshed has a brilliant, intelligent,

literary bent of mind and aptitude for language, but he
is impulsive and unstable.”

Murshed joined the mass movement against Ayub in
late 1968. A contemporary report in Timemagazine
stated, &quoted;The opposition cause was also
boosted by widely respected Syed Mahbub Murshed,
former Chief Justice of the East Pakistan High Court,
who told the nation that &#39;We are not destined to
perish in ignominy if we put up a determined and
united resistance to evil.”

During the Bengal famine of 1943 and later during
the communal riots of 1946, Murshed worked

with the welfare organization Anjuman Mufidul
Islam. Murshed was married to Lyla Arzumand Banu,
a daughter of Mohammed Zakariah, an Indian
Nationalist and Mayor of Calcutta. Together they had
three sons — Syed Marghub

Murshed, a former civil servant (CSP), Syed Mamnun
Murshed, an academic and diplomat, and Syed
Mansood Murshed, an educationalist, and one
daughter, Syeda Shaida Murshed. In 1990, the
Government of Bangladesh released a stamp
commemorating Murshed.

Whereas means have been already taken to express
the public sense of the loss which the country has
sustained, by the death of the late Chief Justice of the-
then High Court of former East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh), and the profound grief which has
affected the community: And whereas, it is fit that the
actions, character and services of the illustrious dead
should be adequately portrayed and commemorated.
J.G. Holland says, “Laws are the very bulwarks’ of
liberty; they define every man’s rights, and defend the
individual liberties of all men.” Barrister Murshed has
taken up legal profession as his career and
conforming to the standards of legal profession: A
person following a profession, especially a learned
profession; one who earns a living in a given or
implied occupation engaged in one of the learned
professions, as law and as a member of a profession,
especially

one of the learned professions; a professional whose
work is consistently of high quality; and asa lawyer,
he should be a consummated craftsman.

Barrister Murshed is no exception to these axioms.
He is a person who is professionally engaged in the
analysis and interpretation of works of legal issues;
being an outstanding jurist, he is a professional person
authorised to practice law; conducts lawsuits or gives
legal advice; he remains an authority on constitutional
law. “In matters of truth and justice, there is no
difference between large and small problems, for
issues concerning people are all the same” and Justice
Murshed might have a firm conviction in these words
of Albert Einstein. For as much as it has pleased

Almighty God, in his wise Providence, to take out of
this world the Hon. SM Murshed, late Chief Justice of
the-then High Court, let us bow in lowly submission
under this an afflictive dispensation. Let us offer up
our thanksgivings, for the good examples, and for the
signal services of the eminent deceased. And let us
pray, that through Divine Grace, we may make a
religious improvement of the mournful event
commemorated; so that after this transitory life shall
be ended, we may rest with the Spirits of just men
like him may make us tobe perfect.

Especially,we adore his name, for the eminent virtues
and for the illustrious actions of the late Chief Justice
of the High Court. While we acknowledge his
undeserved mercies in having given him, in times of
difficulty and danger, to the counsels and to the
administration of justice in this land. We pray that the
present remembrance of him may impress us with due
gratitude for the benefits, which through his agency,
have been extended to us by him of all good. May his
memory be an incentive to all who shall come after
him in our Courts of Justice, and in all the
employments of the state. And may posterity, while
they shall inherit the lustre of his name, enjoy the
benefit of his life, in a continuance of the happy
consequences of his labours, and in a succession of
great and good men, to the glory of his name, and to
the prosperity of his people, to the end of time.

We ask for his immortal life and especially in the loss
which we now deplore. The same we ask for the
family of the deceased, and for all allied to him in
kindred or in friendship. God, who has instructed us
in His holy word, to render honour to whom it is due,
we implore His blessing on the celebration which is
to follow. Support, in the discharge of this duty, God’s
servant to whom it is committed. May this tribute of
gratitude be worthy of the name which it
commemorates

May the inhabitants of this land, while they join in or
approve of our present celebration, feel it a call to a
due reverence of the laws, and of submission to the
administration of them; and may all, who like the
venerable deceased, have been eminent benefactors to
mankind, like Justice Murshed, also find grateful
fellow citizens, honouring them in their lives and in
their deaths, which we ask through the Creator.
Fellow citizens, Justice Murshed is shown most
beneficently to the world, in raising up during his
times and in crowning with length of days, men of
pre-eminent goodness and wisdom. Many of the
undoubted blessings of life are to deaden the
aspirations of his immortal spirit. The unnumbered
contributions to the sum of physical enjoyment,
which a bountiful Creator has spread around us,
afford such a prodigal repast to the senses, that if man
were not sometimes allured from the banquet as to be
totally insensible to either.

To the sensual, it often comes in the pains and
disgusts of satiety, and occasionally to the most
hardened in the awakening denunciations of future
responsibility. The good find it in the pleasures of
beneficence, and the wise in the enjoyments of
wisdom. It is addressed severally to each, and with
endless variety corresponding to his personal case and
condition. But it comes to all, and at all times, and
with most persuasive influence, in the beautiful
example of a

long career of public and private virtue, of wisdom
never surprised, of goodness never intermittent, of
benignity, simplicity, and gentleness, finally ending in
that hoary head which is quoted ;is a crown of glory
of Justice Murshed, if it be found in the way of
righteousness.&quot;

To this example all men of all descriptions, pay
voluntary, or involuntary homage. There is no one
from whom the impress of the divinity so wholly
effaced, as to be insensible to its beauty. The very
circumstance of its duration affects all hearts with the
conviction that it has the characters of that excellence
which is eternal, and it is thus sanctified while it still
lives and is seen by men. When death has set his soul
upon such an example, the universal voice proclaims
it as one of the appointed sanctions of virtue, and if
great public services are blended with it, communities
of men come as with one heart to pay it the tribute of
their praise, and to pass it to succeeding generations,
with the attestation of their personal recognition and
regard.

Justice SM Murshed was a man of extraordinary
vigour of mind, and of undaunted courage.His
placidity, moderation, and calmness, irresistibly won
the esteem of men, and invited them to intercourse
with him; his benevolent heart, and his serene and at
times joyous temper, made him the cherished
companion of his friends; his candour and integrity
attracted the confidence of the bar; and that
extraordinary comprehension and grasp of mind, by
which difficulties were

seized and overcome without effort or parade,
commanded the attention and respect of the Courts of
Justice.

This is the traditional account of the professional
years of Murshed. He accordingly rose rapidly to
distinction, and to a distinction which nobody
merited, because he seemed neither to wish it, nor to
be conscious of it himself. A day has now
approached, when questions of momentous national
concern were to display more extensively the powers
of this eminent man, and to give to the whole
Bangladesh’s people an interest in his services and
fame.

PM HAS NOT 'GIVEN UP'
ON FOREIGN AHOLIDAY S
FROM 17 MAY

(from Back page)

cheaper and faster COVID tests on their return to the
UK. Under the prime minister's roadmap for lifting
lockdown restrictions, international travel without a
reasonable excuse will not be allowed to happen
earlier than 17 May. However, with many countries
across Europe suffering a third wave of COVID
infections, the government has not yet been able to
confirm whether foreign holidays will be allowed
beyond that date - leaving many families uncertain
whether to book a summer break abroad.

Speaking on a visit to an AstraZeneca laboratory in
Macclesfield on Tuesday, Mr Johnson acknowledged
people were "impatient" to book their holidays as
soon as they can. But he said the government needed
to be "prudent at this stage". The prime minister also
responded to a call from the boss of easyJet to allow
people to use lateral flow tests - rather than more
expensive PCR tests - as part of border requirements
when returning from abroad.

In a document published on Monday night, the
government said - when non-essential international
travel is allowed - it will be based on a "traffic-light"
system with those returning from "green" countries
not needing to isolate on their return to the UK.
However, the document added "pre-departure and
post-arrival tests would still be needed". Under
current travel rules, anyone returning to the UK from
a "red list" country is required to quarantine in a
hotel for at least 10 days on arrival. And those
travelling from all other destinations must quarantine
at home for 10 days and take COVID tests on days
two and eight after their arrival in the UK.

These PCR tests can be booked from a list of
government-approved providers and cost around
£170-£200. But asked whether lateral flow tests
could instead be allowed to fulfil post-arrival testing
requirements for holidaymakers this summer, the
prime minister said: "I do think we want to make
things as easy as we possibly can. "I think the boss of
easylet is right to focus on this issue. We're going to
see what we can do to make things as flexible and as
affordable as possible.

"I do want to see international travel start up again.
We have to be realistic - a lot of the destinations we
want to go to at the moment are suffering a new
wave of the illness, of COVID, as we know. "We
can't do it immediately, but that doesn't mean we've
given up on 17 May when we'll be saying as much as
we can as soon as we can about international travel.
"I know how impatient people are to book their
holidays if they possibly can. But we just have to be
prudent at this stage." Mr Johnson has already
announced that, from Friday, everyone in England
will be able to access free lateral flow tests twice a
week.
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Nicola Sturgeon
reveals Scotland
recelved
Moderna

vaccines
YESTERDAY

LONDON 09 April : Scotland has
already received its first doses of the
Moderna vaccine, Nicola Sturgeon
revealed today. The First Minister told
a press conference the first
consignment arrived safely yesterday,
giving the country three different jabs
to administer. But she said its arrival
would not speed up the rollout as the
doses had already been factored into
projections. Her admission came as
the vaccines minister confirmed that
the first of the 17million doses ordered
by the Government for the UK would
be rolled out within the next fortnight
Nadhim Zahawi said the first batch of
the jab — which uses mRNA
technology such as Pfizer's and was
approved by regulators in January —
was set to arrive in the third week of
April, with 'more volume' expected in
May. But her admission today
suggests the jabs are already here but
may not be rolled out for a fortnight.
In a televised address today, Ms
Sturgeon said: 'I can confirm that the
first batch of the Moderna vaccine
arrived in Scotland safely yesterday.
'A total of 17million doses of this
vaccine have been ordered for the UK
and of that total Scotland will receive
well over a million doses.

'It's important to stress though that
Moderna vaccines will arrive over a
period of months, not all at once. 'The
doses we expect to receive are already
factored into our forward projections.
So the arrival of this first batch doesn't
mean that we are able to accelerate the
vaccination programme. The speed of
vaccination is already taking account
of the expected Moderna
supplies.'Nevertheless the fact that we
now have three vaccines in use is
clearly very welcome and it does give
us additional security of supply, which
is important.'

The number of Covid-19 patients in
hospitals in Scotland has fallen to 196,
the First Minister revealed. She told a
Scottish Government coronavirus
briefing this figure is 19 fewer than
when it was last provided before the
Easter break. Of these patients, the
number in intensive care remains the
same as prior to the Easter break at 21.
The First Minister said 2,577,816
people have received the first dose of

a Covid-19 vaccination and 463,780
have received their second dose.

Ms Sturgeon also confirmed schools in
Scotland will reopen fully after the
Easter break, weeks after they went
back in England. Speaking at the
coronavirus briefing in Edinburgh, she
said: 'Having assessed the data with
the input of our clinical advisers, when
the Easter holidays end virtually all
pupils will return to school full time,
so secondary schools after Easter will
go back to in-person, full-time
learning.

"The one exception to this is children
that are on the shielding list, we are
continuing to recommend that they
stay at home until April 26 and that's
in line with the advice already
received from the chief medical
officer.' Ms Sturgeon added: "This, I
know, will be a huge relief to many
children and young people and of
course to many parents and carers and
as I said a moment ago, by the end of
April we want to see children on the
shielding list get back to school in
person as well.'

UK MINISTER
DEFENDS POSSIBLE
DOMESTIC USE OF
"VACCINE
PASSPORTS’

(from Back page)

for domestic as well as international
use.

Speaking at a Downing Street briefing,
Johnson said there would be “three
ingredients” involved in establishing
Covid-19 certification: vaccination
status, testing and an individual’s
immunity based on whether they had
contracted coronavirus within the past
six months. Johnson also pledged that
vaccine passports would not be used
domestically before June 21, adding:
“The most important thing to say is
that there is absolutely no question of
people being asked to produce
certification or Covid status reports
when they go to the shops or to the
pub garden or to the hairdresser or
whatever on Monday.”

The government is facing a growing
backlash from Conservative and
opposition MPs. Last week, 41 Tory
MPs, including former minister Steve
Baker, joined forces with Labour and
Liberal Democrat colleagues to voice
their concerns, describing vaccine
passports as “divisive and
discriminatory”. Speaking on Tuesday,
shadow health secretary Jonathan
Ashworth accused the government of
creating “confusion” and said that
Labour would have to be “convinced”
to vote in favour of the measures.

“I do think it is discriminatory to say
to somebody here in Leicester that you
cannot go into Next or H&M unless
you produce your vaccination status
on an app, unless you produce that
digital ID card,” he told Sky News.
“Now, if ministers are saying that is
not what the policy is then they have
to explain why does the policy
document they produced last night
permit that scenario?”

His comments follow remarks made

by Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer,
who last week told the Telegraph
newspaper that the use of vaccine
passports in everyday social spaces
such as pubs would contradict the
“British instinct”.

Conservative MPs, including Mark
Harper, the chair of the Covid
Recovery Group, have urged the
government to commit to putting
vaccine passports to a parliamentary
vote in the coming months.

“It is crucial MPs are allowed a vote
on this, as Michael Gove promised last
week”, Harper said on Monday
evening. “Whether the state legislates
for it, recommends it or simply allows
it, Covid status certification will lead
to a two-tier Britain and these issues
need debating thoroughly and
carefully before we allow them to
affect the lives of our constituents.”
Meanwhile, former Conservative
minister Sir John Redwood said he
recognised that the government was
trying to navigate an “extremely
difficult balancing act” in regards to
vaccine passports. “I want to see the
proposals and the whole package. |
don’t like the idea that you would need
to provide papers to go to the pub”, he
told the BBC on Tuesday. “It is
important we take into account
people’s behaviour, people’s economic
needs and social needs as well as the
medical advice.”

Third Covid
wave 'is likely to
hit this summer'

(from Back page)

also likely to trigger a fresh row over
whether ministers should be guided
entirely by such pessimistic
predictions. In papers made public
last night, Sage scientists modelled
the likely outcome of a return to some
kind of normality, which begins next
week with step two — the reopening of
non-essential shops and businesses
and outdoor hospitality.

While this, and further opening in
stage three, are not predicted to have a
great effect, it is the projected lifting
of all restrictions in the final stage
from June 21 that will lead to a third
wave. The document says the timing
of the resurgence of deaths and
hospital patients is highly uncertain
and, in most scenarios, their peak will
be below the height of the wave seen
in January. But the scientists add that
‘scenarios with little transmission
reduction after step four or with
pessimistic but plausible vaccine
efficacy assumptions can result in
resurgences in hospitalisations of a
similar scale to January 2021°.

In mid-January, there were 39,248
people in hospital with Covid and
there were 1,820 deaths on January
20. A senior Sage source said
yesterday that, even with the national
vaccination programme, a full return
to normal life is not on the horizon.
They said that if Britain was to return
to the way of life and social contact
we enjoyed in February last year,
there would be a ‘big epidemic’. This
would still happen because some
people — so far around five per cent —
are choosing not to be vaccinated,

while the jabs themselves are not 100
per cent effective against Covid,
particularly with the rise of new
variants.

While the vaccination programme has
helped cause a sharp fall in the Covid
toll in recent weeks, this would not be
the case once lockdown is lifted in
full. The scientists produced a number
of projections based on different
assumptions of vaccine efficiency and
public behaviour. The scientific model
suggesting hospital admissions could
reach January levels comes from the
London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, based on an
assumption that two doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine — by far the most
widely-used in the UK — provide only
31 per cent protection against
transmission and are 85 per cent
effective against severe disease,
including death.

While the vaccine is known to be
more protective against symptoms,
the 31 per cent figure is used because
it is thought vaccinated people can
still transmit the virus even if they
have no symptoms. The same
scientists also have grave predictions
about numbers of deaths if people
move around a lot and mix freely with
others.

The models from Warwick University
and Imperial College London rate the
efficiency of the AstraZeneca vaccine
more highly, resulting in a prediction
of fewer deaths and hospital
admissions in the surge after June.
But even their best case scenarios,
based on assumptions of very high
vaccine efficacy, still lead the report
to conclude it is ‘highly likely there
will be a further resurgence in
hospitalisations and deaths after the
later steps of the roadmap’. This can
be reduced in scale, saving many
lives, if a ‘baseline set of measures’ is
kept in place. These could include
keeping on wearing masks in certain
situations, avoiding crowds and
continuing to think about hygiene.
One reason for the pessimistic
forecasts is that delivery delays mean
that around 500,000 fewer
vaccinations a week will take place in
July than initially planned.

Last October there was controversy
when several ‘reasonable worst case
scenarios’ from scientists were
released, including one from
Cambridge University and Public
Health England that forecast more
than 4,000 deaths a day in November
without new restrictions being
brought in.

A few days later Britain went into a
lockdown from which it has not yet
emerged. In the event, deaths in
November did not rise far above 600
in a day, before peaking at three times
that number in January. In last night’s
Downing Street press conference, Mr
Johnson continued to keep faith with
his roadmap and insisted that life
would not be too ‘onerous’ with
regular testing.

He said: ‘If things continue to go
well, I do think for many people in
many ways, life will begin to get back
to at least some semblance of
normality.” But Chief Medical Officer
Professor Chris Whitty said: ‘We will
have significant problems with Covid
for the foreseeable future and I don’t
think we should pretend otherwise.’
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The 3rd of April 2021
was 42nd death of
Justice Murshed

JUSTICE SM MURSHED:
THERE WILL NEVER BE
ANOTHER LIKE HIM

By Anwar A. Khan

Bangladesh's giant lawyer and jurist
Syed Mahbub Murshed of international
fame was born on January 11, 1911 and
he died on 3 April 1979. He lived only
68 years. Saying goodbye is never easy,
especially when it comes to icons and
stars fans have grown to love Murshed
was born to his parents Syed Abdus
Salek, a member of the Bengal Civil
Service and Afzalunnessa Begum, a
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Nicola Sturgeon

UK REGULATOR ‘MAY

RESTRIGT USE OF

LONDON 09 April : Rare cases of
blood clots in people who have been
given the Oxford/AstraZeneca Covid
vaccine could raise questions over
whether young people should receive
it, a leading epidemiologist has said,
amid reports the UK’s watchdog was
considering new restrictions on the
jab. Professor Neil Ferguson, who has
himself received the Oxford jab, said
the risk of unusual blood clots
appeared to be age-related, with
younger people more likely to be
affected by them.

Following a review of the vaccine
earlier this week, the UK’s Medicines
and Healthcare Products Regulatory
Agency (MHRA) said there was
currently no evidence to suggest a
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DEFENDS POSS
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DOMESTIC USE OF ‘VACCINE PASSPORTS’

LONDON 09 April : The UK
government on Tuesday defended the
possible domestic use of coronavirus
certification, or so-called vaccine
passports, after the opposition Labour
party warned that such measures could
be “discriminatory”. Nadhim Zahawi,
minister responsible for the
coronavirus vaccine rollout, said that
the domestic use of certification raised
“a number of ethical issues”, but
stressed that the government’s vaccine
task force led by Cabinet Office
minister Michael Gove was reviewing
the issue, adding that it would be
“irresponsible” not to explore all
options.

“It is only right and responsible to
look at all options available to us to be
able to reopen the economy in as safe

a way as possible as other countries
are doing”, he told BBC Radio 4’s
Today programme. Zahawi’s

Prime Minister Boris Johnson on
Monday that the government was
exploring the use of vaccine passports

comments follow confirmation from Page D 23
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Third Covid
wave '1s likely to
hit this summer'

LONDON 09 April : Britain is ‘highly
likely’ to suffer a third wave of Covid
infections and deaths once all
lockdown restrictions are lifted in the
summer, Government scientists
warned last night. In a gloomy set of
scenarios, the Scientific Advisory
Group for Emergencies (Sage) said
that hospital admissions could once
again hit the levels seen in January.
The third wave of the virus is
projected to peak in late July to early
August.
The modelling carried out by experts
at three universities places in doubt
the fourth and final step of Boris
Johnson’s national roadmap, which is
due to remove all legal restrictions on
social contact from June 21. But it is
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